Case report: Cerebral air embolization in the electrophysiology laboratory during transseptal catheterization: curative treatment of acute left hemiparesis with prompt hyperbaric oxygen therapy.
We present a case of a 44 year-old man with medically refractory symptomatic paroxysmal atrial fibrillation in whom the initial attempt at left atrial catheter ablation was complicated by coronary and cerebral arterial air embolization during transseptal catheter exchange. The manifestations, management, and long term outcomes are detailed. Following the case report is a review of published reports and contemporary management strategies for treatment of acute air embolization. Dramatic clinical consequences can be aborted by prompt intervention including volume loading, oxygenation, lidocaine, and hyperbaric oxygen therapy.